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2022 Trial HSC Examination 

English Advanced 

Paper 1 – Texts and Human Experiences 

Student Answer Booklet 

General  

Instructions: 
• Reading Time – 10 minutes

• Working Time – 1 hour and 30 minutes

• Write using black pen.

• Place ONE Student Number Sticker in the box

above and on every second page in this booklet and

the Knox writing booklet

Total Marks: 40 Section 1 – 20 Marks (pages 2-8) 

• Attempt Questions 1 – 5

• Write your answers for Section 1 in this booklet only

• Allow about 45 minutes for this section

Section 2 – 20 Marks (page 9–14) 

• Attempt Question 6

• Write your answer for Section 2 in the Knox writing

booklet only

• Allow about 45 minutes for this section
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Section I 

20 marks 

Attempt Questions 1-5 

Allow about 45 minutes for this section 

Examine Texts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 on pages 2-11 of the Stimulus Booklet carefully and 

then answer the questions below. 

Your answers will be assessed on how well you: 

• demonstrate understanding of human experiences in texts

• analyse, explain and assess the ways human experiences are represented in texts

Question 1 (3 marks) 

Text 1 – Cartoon 

Avi Steinberg uses both an image and written text to display the impact of technology on 

people’s lives.  

Explain how Steinberg conveys her message with TWO visual devices and ONE language 

device.  
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Question 1 continues onto page 3 
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Question 1 (continued) 
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………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Question 2 (4 marks) 

Text 2 – Letter 

Analyse how Stan Grant uses language devices to express the importance of cultural identity. 
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Question 2 continues onto page 4 
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Question 2 (continued) 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 
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Question 3 (4 Marks) 

Text 3 – Poem  

How is figurative language used to convey the paradoxical experience of ageing in Text 3? 

4 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

lOMoARcPSD|35984093



5 

Place Student Number Sticker here 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………..…………………………………………..………………………………….. 

Question 4 begins on page 6. 
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Question 4  

Text 4 – Prose Fiction  

In what ways does Richard Powers illustrate the wonder of childhood innocence in Text 4? 
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Place Student Number Sticker here 

Question 5 

Text 5 – Poetry and ONE other text 

Compare how Text 5 and ONE other text from the stimulus booklet invite the responder to 

see the world differently. 
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End of Section 1 
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Section II 

20 marks 

Attempt Question 6 

Allow about 45 minutes for this section 

Answer this question in the Section II Knox Writing Booklet. 

Your answer will be assessed on how well you: 

• demonstrate understanding of human experiences in texts

• analyse, explain and assess the ways human experiences are represented in texts

• organise, develop and express ideas using language appropriate to audience, purpose and

the essay form

Question 6 (20 marks) 

Prose Fiction 

(a) Anthony Doerr, All the Light We Cannot See

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of All the Light We Cannot See affirm or challenge the 

statement above? 

OR 

(b) Amanda Lohrey, Vertigo

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of Vertigo affirm or challenge the statement above? 

OR 

Section 2 

continues page 10 
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Prose Fiction (cont.) 

(c) George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of Nineteen Eight-Four affirm or challenge the statement 

above? 

OR 

(d) Favel Parrett, Past the Shallows

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of Past the Shallows affirm or challenge the statement above? 

OR 

Section 2 

continues page 11 
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Poetry 

(a) Rosemary Dobson, Rosemary Dobson Collected

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of Rosemary Dobson Collected affirm or challenge the 

statement above? 

The prescribed poems are: 

* ‘Young Girl at a Window’

* ‘Over the Hill’

* ‘Summer’s End’

* ‘The Conversation’

* ‘Cock Crow’

* ‘Amy Caroline’

* ‘Canberra Morning’

OR 

(b) Kenneth Slessor, Selected Poems

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of Selected Poems affirm or challenge the statement above? 

The prescribed poems are 

* ‘Wild Grapes’

* ‘Gulliver’

* ‘Out of Time’

* ‘Vesper-Song of the Reverend Samuel Marsden’

* ‘William Street’

* ‘Beach Burial’

OR 

Section 2 

continues page 12 
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Drama 

(a) Jane Harrison, Rainbow’s End

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of Rainbow’s End affirm or challenge the statement above? 

OR 

(b) Arthur Miller, The Crucible

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of The Crucible affirm or challenge the statement above? 

OR 

(c) William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of The Merchant of Venice affirm or challenge the statement 

above? 

OR 

Section 2 

continues page 13 
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Non-Fiction 

(a) Tim Winton, The Boy Behind the Curtain

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of The Boy Behind the Curtain affirm or challenge the 

statement above? 

The prescribed chapters are: 

* ‘Havoc: a Life in Accidents’

* ‘Betsy’

* ‘Twice on Sundays’

* ‘The Wait and the Flow’

* ‘In the Shadow of the Hospital’

* ‘The Demon Shark’

* ‘Barefoot in the Temple of Art’

OR 

(b) Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb, I am Malala

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of I am Malala affirm or challenge the statement above? 

OR 

Section 2 

continues page 14 
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Film 

(a) Stephen Daldry, Billy Elliot

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of Billy Eliot affirm or challenge the statement above? 

OR 

Media 

(a) Ivan O’Mahoney, Go Back to Where You Came From

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of Go Back to Where You Came From affirm or challenge the 

statement above? 

OR 

(b) Lucy Walker, Waste Land

Storytelling reminds us that it is an essential human experience to be able to express our 

emotions and for someone to listen. 

To what extent does your study of Waste Land affirm or challenge the statement above? 

End of Section 2 

END OF PAPER 
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2022 Trial HSC Examination 

English Advanced  

Paper 1 – Texts and Human Experiences 

Stimulus Booklet for Section I  

And 

List of Prescribed texts for Section II 

Section I Page(s): 

• Text 1 – Cartoon: Daily Cartoon: June 3rd (2021) by Avi Steinberg 2 

• Text 2 – Letter: Excerpt from Dear Son (2021) by Stan Grant 3 – 6 

• Text 3 – Poem: ‘Affirmation’ (2006) by Donald Hall 7  

• Text 4 – Prose Fiction: Excerpt from Bewilderment (2021) by Richard Powers 8 – 10 

• Text 5 – Poem: ‘Before Paradise is Lost’ (1973) by Grace Chia 11 

Section II 

• The list of prescribed texts is provided on page 12 and 13.
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Section I 

Text 1 – Cartoon 

Daily Cartoon: Friday, June 3rd by Avi Steinberg  

End of Text 1 
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Text 2 – Letter 

Excerpt from Dear Son (2021) by Stan Grant 
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Text 2 (continued) 
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Text 2 (continued) 
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Text 2 (continued) 

End of Text 2 
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Text 3 – Poem 

‘Affirmation’ (2006) By Donald Hall 

To grow old is to lose everything. 

Aging, everybody knows it. 

Even when we are young, 

we glimpse it sometimes, and nod our heads 

when a grandfather dies. 

Then we row for years on the midsummer 

pond1, ignorant and content. But a marriage, 

that began without harm, scatters 

into debris on the shore, 

and a friend from school drops 

cold on a rocky strand. 

If a new love carries us 

past middle age, our wife will die 

at her strongest and most beautiful. 

New women come and go. All go. 

The pretty lover who announces 

that she is temporary 

is temporary. The bold woman, 

middle-aged against our old age, 

sinks under an anxiety she cannot withstand. 

Another friend of decades estranges himself 

in words that pollute thirty years. 

Let us stifle under mud at the pond's edge 

and affirm that it is fitting 

and delicious to lose everything. 

Donald Hall, "Affirmation" from White Apples and the Taste of Stone: Selected Poems, 1946-2006. Copyright © 

2006 by Donald Hall.  

End of Text 3

1 A pond in summer which is in full bloom. 
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Text 4 – Prose Fiction 

Excerpt from Bewilderment (2021) by Richard Powers 
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Text 4 (continued) 
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Text 4 (continued) 

End of Text 4 
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Text 5 – Poem 

‘Before Paradise Is Lost’ – Grace Chia (1973) 

On the way home 

my son and I spot 

a squirrel on a tree 

hugging a fruit, its jaws 

gnaws it down to seed, 

its feet clasped to the trunk 

defying gravity like Spiderman 

suspended at right angles; 

eyes bright, tail startled,  

body brown as bark.   

In plastic playgrounds, 

my son chases butterflies  

nectaring on ixoras2, 

he shoots water guns at 

red soldier ants refusing 

to drown as a lemming line of 

the black garden kind queue  

for a Chupa Chups slowly  

melting into soil.   

We’ve seen cousins 

of Godzilla slithering their tails 

up the walls of our home  

or caged for a parade in zoos,  

or basking wild in the sungei canals3  

of muck green we can’t quite call  

a river or a stream;  

a majestic monitor lizard, 

tongue long as a whip,    

hide thick as tarmac, 

amphibious as Merlion4.   

Tonight, the cold is stirring 

through a congealing air; 

kamikaze moths are back,  

night flies singe their wings to light;  

mosquitoes await in the dark 

like vampires about to feed. 

2 Ixora is a genus of flowering plants 
3 Sungei Ulu Pandan ("Pandan Canal") is typical of the canals in 

Singapore with a low-flow channel in the centre, widening 

significantly above for high volume and flow rates during 

downpours. 
4 The Merlion is a mythical creature with a lion's head and the 

body of a fish that is widely used as a mascot and national 

personification of Singapore. 

As the meat sizzles on the pan,  

I watch the blood ooze to a clot while 

my son crouches in his room  

playing huntsman, a glass becomes bell 

jar to trap a winged bug he calls his pet.   

I wonder how long the bread he 

feeds the diptera5 will keep it 

alive, or will it be driven mad enough 

to escape and attack us as we feast,  

us humans with our titles and rights 

to an island we think belongs to us 

and not them, oblivious to creatures  

that too inhabit this space? 

Have we mammals forgotten 

the prehistory of origins predating 

the migratory boats of our two-legged  

ancestors who turned this jungle  

as concrete as paradox?   

My son sees his world more 

clearly than my myopia, 

he feels the heartbeat throbs 

through the unheard sounds of  

bees and ants no bigger than  

a fingertip even as I file 

down my line of work daily 

like a machine. He teaches me 

to smell the roses brewing 

in every tea leaf I steep 

stirring my soul awake as 

I relearn how to infuse and uplift  

my life with my child’s 

wide-eyed, unspoilt nature, 

even as the day turns dark 

and something tasting of a storm 

in the unmoving wind 

churns steam to a rising cumulus. 

End of Text 5 

End of Section 1

5 Flies are insects of the order Diptera. 
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Section II 

The prescribed texts for Section II are listed below: 

• Prose Fiction

– Anthony Doerr, All the Light We Cannot See

– Amanda Lohrey, Vertigo

– George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four

– Favel Parrett, Past the Shallows

• Poetry

– Rosemary Dobson, Rosemary Dobson Collected The prescribed poems are:

* Young Girl at a Window

* Over the Hill

* Summer’s End

* The Conversation

* Cock Crow

* Amy Caroline

* Canberra Morning

– Kenneth Slessor, Selected Poems

The prescribed poems are: 

* Wild Grapes

* Gulliver

* Out of Time

* Vesper-Song of the Reverend Samuel Marsden

* William Street

* Beach Burial

• Drama

– Jane Harrison, Rainbow’s End, from Vivienne Cleven et al., Contemporary

Indigenous Plays 

– Arthur Miller, The Crucible
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• Shakespearean Drama

– William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice

• Nonfiction

– Tim Winton, The Boy Behind the Curtain

* Havoc: A Life in Accidents

* Betsy

* Twice on Sundays

* The Wait and the Flow

* In the Shadow of the Hospital

* The Demon Shark

* Barefoot in the Temple of Art

– Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb, I am Malala

• Film

– Stephen Daldry, Billy Elliot

• Media

– Ivan O’Mahoney

* Go Back to Where You Came From – Series 1: Episodes 1, 2 and 3  and

* The Response – Lucy Walker, Waste Land

End of Section II 

End of Paper 
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